Newmarket College: Sixth Form Tutorial Work

UCAS/apply: The Personal Statement

This is your greatest opportunity to sell yourself to universities and colleges. They see many thousands of applications, all of them from students with good GCSE grades predicted to do well at A-level – so why should they choose you? 

This exercise is worth undertaking even if you are not applying to university, as similar skills are required in any letter of application.

Your tutor can give you a lot of guidance in this process. It will take several drafts to get right, so get on with it even if you haven’t finalised your five choices. Write the document in Word (or equivalent), then paste it into the UCAS form – remember the latter has no spell-check facility.
Limit the number of people that check the statement – maybe one teacher (probably your tutor), a parent and a mate.
There are no firm rules for structuring the statement, but Caroline Dimbleby of the University of East Anglia offers the following advice: 

· Write about six paragraphs. Your communication skills are being assessed, so pay a lot of attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar. Do not rely exclusively on the spellchecker! Be formal, avoid slang and humour.

· Start by giving your reasons for choosing the course you want to study. Consistent course choices make this easier. Which aspects of the subject interest you? What do you do beyond the demands of the subject’s specification? Give details, e.g. for English courses refer to books and authors avoiding set texts. 

· Link your current experience to your future hopes. How will obtaining a degree benefit you as a person? What are your career aspirations/goals? If you are deferring entry, what will you use your gap year for?

· Make clear any relevant background or experience, for example work experience or shadowing, practical experience of music or drama, or courses attended.

· What are your hobbies, interests, sporting abilities or experience of part-time work? What have you got from doing these that is relevant to the course? 
· Write about contributions you have made to the college or to clubs or organisations outside school.

About two-thirds of the statement should be about the subject, course, motivation and academic achievement. The remainder should cover work experience, jobs and interests.

There are lots of examples on the website – UCAS check to see if their copied!
