FILM STUDIES SUMMER TASK
Choose a scene from a film which you have enjoyed and which  you think could be worth closer analysis.  Write an analysis of that scene. Before you start, read the following points:
1. Describe what happens in the scene

2. Try to work out what is happening to the camera: is it totally still, being moved from side to side or up and down, or is the whole camera being moved in quite a noticeable way? Try to describe what is happening to the camera. TRY TO ANALYSE HOW THE CAMERA MOVEMENTS ADD TO THE EFFECT / MEANING OF THE SCENE.
3. What are your emotional responses in this scene? Is it a scene which gets the adrenalin flowing with lots of action, or is it a scene which creates comedy or sympathy etc?

4. Think about the people in this scene. Look at the roles of males and females in the scene. Which is the dominant / powerful sex? Which sex is on the screen longer / being seen to be most important? Are males and females behaving in the way you expect them to? What messages may be being sent to the audience about males and females by this scene?

5. Watch the scene with the volume turned down. Try to notice the EDITING that is going on. Is the scene one continuous shot or is it divided into different shots from different angles and perspectives? Describe the different types of shots in the scene using these basic terms: CLOSE UP (when all you can see on screen is a character’s face or something else in detail; MEDIUM SHOT (when you can see a character’s whole body on the screen or something else from that sort of medium distance away); LONG SHOT (when you can see lots of people or a landscape or any setting from a distance).

6. Now turn the volume up but make the screen go blank so you can really focus on the SOUNDTRACK. Describe what you can hear in three different categories: MUSIC (that has been added, not that is supposed to be in the scene itself); SOUND EFFECTS (describe); DIALOGUE (how important is talk in the scene).
Now watch the whole scene and write youe analysis based on these points. You can either do it like an ‘essay’ or take the above points as separate questions.

THE IDEA IS TO DESCRIBE WHAT IS HAPPENING with cameras, sound, etc  and ANALYSE THE EFFECT IT HAS. The director of a film chooses these things for a reason don’t forget. It doesn’t just happen.

