Critical and Contextual Studies – Summer Preparation
What have I signed up for?

This course offers a perfect opportunity to develop your practical art work through sustained analysis of the work of other artists. The course also enables you to understand the work of other artists more fully by analysing their work through both practical art work and written work. Visually and in written form you will develop your ideas, experiment with ideas and media, record your responses and analysis in a variety of ways and present practical and written responses to your investigation.
What must I do before I start the course?

Please buy an A5 sketchpad from Newmarket College art department before the summer (or buy one from any stationery or art shop). You will fill this book with visual and written ideas about what you find interesting about art works and visual images. Present the book as creatively and individually as you can. 

Below are the things you must include but feel free to add other things like collages, pressed flowers, postcards, magazine clippings, etc.

· Sketches from works of art you find interesting

· Notes on why you like the image – how does it make you feel? What does it remind you of? What ideas could you take from the work?

· Observational drawings (in any media – e.g. pencil, coloured pencils, etc.) of anything you see in the world around you that is interesting to you – for example this could be a drawing of a person, a rubbing of a tree bark, a painting of your kitchen, etc.
· Photos of anything that catches your eye and is visually interesting

· Collages of images that interest you – from magazines, internet, etc.

· Sketches, postcards of at least 5 works of art that you see in a gallery and your reaction to them – you must visit at least two galleries over the summer – there is one in Bury, the Fitwilliam and Kettles Yard in Cambridge, or anywhere around the world.
Why will this be helpful?
This sketchpad will give you a toolbox of ideas for the year ahead. It will also count towards your coursework.
Is there anything else I should do?

A really helpful book to buy is the OCR book titled ‘OCR Art and Design for AS/A Level, published by Hodder Education. It covers all areas of art but contains some great tips on ways to approach your work.
Is there anything else I should know?

Only that we look forward to seeing you on the course in September and seeing what creative ideas you have brought with you.
Miss Peck and Miss Kiss
